GEORGE WASHINGTON                             31

if the need arose.    King George had made a terrible
mistake!

In those days it took several weeks for despatches to
pass between England and America, and it was June,

1774, before the law closing the port of Boston came into
force.     Meanwhile,  the colonies had not  been idle.
Faced with danger of oppression they called a meeting
at Philadelphia in September, 1774, where the delegates
from all the colonies could discuss together how their
common interests might best be protected.   This Conti-
nental Congress, as it was named, was the first parlia-
ment of all the colonies and the forerunner of the present
United States Congress, and to it every colony except
Georgia sent delegates,- George Washington being one
of those to represent Virginia.

Though firmly determined to protect their liberties,
most of the delegates were still loyal to the mother
country, and they parted in October with expressions
of fidelity to the King. But events had already gone -too
far. General Gage and a British army had returned to
Boston, but instead of overawing the people as intended,
this move had the effect of making them start military
preparations of their own. The break came in April,

1775.   On the night of the i8th, having learned that a
supply of powder belonging to the colonists was at Con-
cord, twenty miles from Boston,  General Gage sent
Major Pitcairn and a thousand men to destroy  the
powder and any other military stores they might find.
Unfortunately, news of the expedition got abroad, and
galloping wildly through the night, a patriot named Paul
Revere spread the tidings far and wide that the detested